
      
From the Mayors Desk, 
 
  On behalf of the City I would like to thank the Box Elder Chamber of Commerce for all their 
hard work in putting on a very successful, Box Elder Bash. It looked like everyone attending was 
having a good time. Thanks to our public works department for getting the grounds ready and 
helping the chamber out and to all the vendors that helped make the Bash a success. Special 
thanks to our community for showing up and supporting this fun event. 
 
 With the new businesses coming into Box Elder our sales tax is up and we are able to do 
more things to improve our city. We will overlay 8 streets this year. I know everyone thinks their 
street is important and should be done, however, we can only do so much. We have a scoring 
process that we use to decide which streets need it the most. As our revenue increases because of 
increased sales tax we will continue to overlay more streets. Please be patient as we move forward. 
The following streets will be done soon, possibly before the newsletter is out:  Patriot Dr, Prairie Rd 
North, Swallow, Line Rd (Ellis Ct to Cottonwood), Rancho Dr, Douglas Rd East, Morningside Dr, 
and Hillside Dr. We will continue to fix pot holes as they appear. Please let us know if there is 
something we have missed. 
 
 There are many new businesses that are now looking into the possibility of locating in Box 
Elder. Thanks to our Planning and Zoning and Public Works Departments for taking calls and 
meeting with potential Box Elder businesses. When we think positive and work together we can 
move forward and make the city a better place to live. 
 
 With the 75th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally happening August 3-9th we would like to remind 
people to be extra careful when driving around town, in Rapid City, or enjoying the beautiful Black 
Hills. This is expected to be the largest crowd Sturgis has ever had.  
  
 Dakota Thunder 2015 is coming to Ellsworth Air Force Base on August 15 and 16. There 
will be over 20 static displays, aircraft, fly-bys, and numerous historic war birds. Ellsworth will 
feature the Air Force Thunderbirds and U.S. Army’s parachute team, the Golden Knights. Dakota 
Thunder 2015 promises to be a show to remember. 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry G Larson 
Mayor, City of Box Elder  
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August: Important City Dates 

City Council Meetings: August  5, 18 
 

Planning & Zoning Meetings: August  10, 24 
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Your valued ideas & opinions help us work together with the                               
vision of a better quality of life for Box Elder residents.  

 To suggest a topic for an upcoming Coffee Session email randy@boxelder.us 

Join  

Mayor Larson  

and City Department Heads for a  

Coffee Session!  

2nd Wednesday of the Month,  

9am ï 10am  

in the Box Elder Event Center: 420 Villa 
Dr. 

Upcoming 2015 Coffee Break Dates 
 

 
August 12th 

September 9th     •     October 14th  
 
 

Safe Digging is No Accident: Always Call 8-1-1 Before You Dig.  
 

One Free & Easy call gets your utility lines marked 
 
 

AND helps protect you from Injury & Expense.  
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Ordinance #509: Nuisance Regulations 
 
The Planning Office would like to remind everyone that code enforcement staff will be confronted with concerns of tall grass and weeds 
in many areas of the City. We would like to remind our citizens; the City’s Nuisance Ordinance #509 requires grass and weeds be 
maintained no taller than 8’’ in height.  
 
In the case a nuisance is declared, the nuisance can be abated without civil action and the primary responsibility for the cost of 
abatement and/or fines and fees lies with the property owner.  
 
For additional information on this Ordinance contact 923-1404.  

Lawn Care Season 

~ What information do I need when I call to complain of a property that  needs mowing? 

Please have as much information available as possible. We would prefer to have the exact address of the property, but we can take an inspection 
with general information (i.e. the northeast corner lot of W. 9th St. and Dakota Ave.) if an address is not available. 

We will also ask questions like – does the entire yard need mowing or just the front or back  yard, are there a lot of weeds or is it mostly just tall 
grass. Any information about the property will be helpful (vicious dogs, etc). Please remember that if you call in a complaint and the violation is then 
corrected, but then the violation returns – another complaint call will need to be generated. 

~ What qualifies for a complaint? 

Any yard or lot in the city limits of Box Elder that has grass that has grown 8 inches or taller and/or “state classified noxious weeds” which includes: 
Canada thistle, Russian knapweed, hoary cress, purple loosestrife, perennial sow thistle, leafy spurge and salt cedar. 

~ I got a letter from the City for mowing, now what? 

As the            property owner, it is your responsibility to maintain the property according to city ordinance. Grass must be kept under 
      8” tall and free of noxious weeds. If you received a letter from us, a notice on your front door, a ticket, etc, the property             
is in      violation. Please be sure to mow your property by date on your notification. Failure to mow will result in the city       
        mowing, or sending a contractor to mow your property without further notice. Mowing costs will be sent to you as         
       the property owner, along with a possible city issued citation. You will only receive one letter and/or notice               
       from the city.  Any subsequent complaints a contractor will be sent to the property and the issue will 
               be pursued accordingly. 

 From the Planning Office: 
 

The City is committed to the citizens of Box Elder, and want to provide a safe and enjoyable place for all to live. We can 

only do this with your help.  Citizens can help the City departments enforce ordinances and address problems within 

the community. The growth of weeds, grass, brush or other vegetation in excess of eight (8”) inches in height is 

declared to be a public nuisance by ordinance 509. 

 

Property owners are responsibly for not only their property, but for any public right of way adjoin their property, to the 

edge of the driving surface of the road. As a property owner you are required to maintain the vegetation between your 

property line and the roadway in the summer and shovel the sidewalks adjoin your property in the winter. 

 

If there is a fire hydrant in front of your property, we also request you maintain the vegetation in the summer, and in the 

winter remove the snow from around the hydrant. This will make the hydrant visible to emergency responders, may you 

or one of you neighbors have an emergency requiring its use. 

 

If you receive notice of a violation, and the violation is not corrected at the end of the notice, the property can be 

mowed by the City with a tax lien placed upon it. With your cooperation, we can make Box Elder a more bountiful and 

safe place to live. 

Outdoor Water Use Restrictions 
 

Effective April 1st – October 31st  
On odd or even days of the month, in accordance with your property address, you may use sprinklers to water outside during the 
following hours: 6:00 am – 9:00 am & 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm.  
 

Waivers for additional watering related to the establishment of new lawns may be allowed at the discretion of, and with prior written 
authorization from the City of Box Elder’s Public Works Director.    



    Box Elder City Hall     ·     420 Villa Drive     ·     Phone: 605-923-1404     ·    www.boxelder.us  Page 4   August  2015 



    Box Elder City Hall     ·     420 Villa Drive     ·     Phone: 605-923-1404     ·    www.boxelder.us  Page 5   August  2015 

 Greetings from the Box Elder Police Department! 

School will be back in session in a couple of weeks and 

we’ll be seeing more traffic and more children in and 

around the school zones. We’d like to remind everyone 

that the speed limit in the school zone is 15 MPH when 

children are present during the school day.  

  

 The first week of school always brings some delays 

so we ask that you be patient with your neighbors and 

fellow citizens and watch for our children at intersections 

and near the road way. You’ll be seeing an increase of 

Officers as well as community volunteers at the schools  

to help our kids and residents have a safer day. 

 

 If there is a specific traffic or pedestrian safety issue 

that you see, please let the Box Elder Police Department 

or school administration know of the concern. 

 

 With everyone’s help and cooperation we can make 

this a great and safe school year! 

Box Elder Police Department 

420 Villa Drive 

Box Elder, South Dakota  57719 

Tel: (605) 923-1401 

Fax:  (605) 923-1481 
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at the  

Box Elder Community Theater 

420 Villa Dr: Box Elder Event Center 

Join us at 7:00pm  for a FREE  movie  
the 1st  & 3rd  Friday  of each Month !  

 

 

 

 

 

Vote for the Next Movie at City Hall!  

Snacks and drinks are available for purchase. Families are welcome to bring their own mats/chairs, 
blankets, soda, water and snacks.  Call 923-1404 with questions or to sponsor a movie night. 

Box Elder / Douglas High School  

Community Library 
At the Douglas High School Library 

For School Hours 
Check our September Newsletter 

Weôll update as soon as  
We know! 

 

Come on in & check us out! 
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This is a reminder that all cats and dogs within Box Elder City Limits are 
required by Ordinance #497 to be licensed with the City Finance Department. 

Proof of Rabies Vaccination is required with the license fee listed below to 
receive your pet license.  

License Fees: 

1st & 2nd Pet: $5.00 each 

3rd Pet: $10.00 

4th Pet: $15.00 

 Each pet license is valid for two years.  Violation of Ordinance #497 is a               
Class II Misdemeanor.  For further information please contact City Hall at 

923-1404. 

Call Animal Control to report violations of Ordinance #497 at (605)-415-3646   

Street  Light Out 

Do you have a street light out in your area?  

If you have a light out in your area please get the 
number off the pole and call 923-1404. When you call 
have the pole number and the street it is on, so that 

we can get them fixed in a timely matter. 

Thank you! 

The utility bill (water/sewer) is due by the 15th of every month. 

After the 15th of the month there is a $10.00 late fee. 

The past due balance on the bill must be paid in full before 5pm on the 
27th of the month to avoid having services shut off. 

If services are shut off, past due bill and a $100.00 reconnect fee needs 
to be paid in full to get services turned back on.   

To guarantee water back on the same day, the account must be paid by 
3:30pm M-F 


