
The City has been growing at a rate of 8-10% per year over the past five years, and models suggest
growth to increase even more with extra Air Force Base personnel projected. 
The City has a 10-year Capital Improvement Plan in place to add new wells to keep up with the growth. 
In 2018, the City began planning for Well#10, which will be drilled this year, as well as plans for additional
wells, which will help with current and future demand in the area.
The City continues improving the existing water system through increased maintenance and various
projects
The City also has proposal's included on the State's water plan to help fund projects that will ensure that
there is sufficient, safe, and clean water for the expansion of the city.
A lot of time and money has been invested mapping, inspecting, and increasing maintenance efforts on
the system to allow better management of our resources. 
A water ordinance was updated and code changes were made to ensure higher standards were met,
which required upgraded requirements for the water lines, to put the city in a position to have long-term
success.
The number of water system maintenance staff has increased and they have been better trained and
credentialed to keep up with the demand for water. 
We have also added our own engineering department to ensure higher standards across the board.

Prepping our Area for Future Water Needs

The City serves 8300+ customers an average of 964,000 gallons of water per day.
Our water is groundwater that we pump from local wells which the City monitors and maintains on a
daily basis. 

Let's Talk Water

Finances for water system improvements have been planned to address future growth.
This has included paying down debt, refinancing debt at reduced rates, and seeking out funding partners. 
The City is also working with Federal delegates and State legislators to obtain grants to help with the
expansion of the city and keep up with the increasing demands.  
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Box Elder Awarded Secretary's Award for

Drinking Water Excellence for the 

13th Straight Year 

by the South Dakota Department of

Environment and Natural Resources


